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What happens when immigrants, exiles, refugees, travelers, or tourists cross borders? 
What is the psychological impact of their relocation? What are the cultural issues they 
face during their journey? How do they adapt in the host country?  
 
This course will reflect on how Greek and American films have addressed these 
questions in reference to Greek and Greek American experience. We will be watching 
classics such as Never on Sunday and Zorba the Greek; international blockbusters like 
Mama Mia; and popular films like My Life in Ruins.  
 
We will be discussing these films in relation to the historical and political context in 
which they situate their stories. We will be analyzing how filmic characters navigate the 
challenges they experience. In addition, we will have the opportunity to read how 
scholars and critics commented on the films we will be watching. What is the value of 
this criticism? This course will use the case of film representations of Greece and Greek 
people to reflect on the cultural and political function of the art medium we call film. 


